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DEPARTMENT OF WAR, 
15th Fepervary, 1820. 


Sir: [have examined the claims of captain James Bigger’s com- 
pany of rangers, and of Daniel D. Norton, referred to this Depart-. 
ment by the resolution of the House of Representatives of the 7th in- 
stant, and I have the honor to state, that there is no law under which 
these claims can be allowed. For a statement of the facts connected 
with these claims, I would respectfully refer the house to the report 
of the Paymaster General in relation to them, whichis herewith en- 
closed. : 
I have the honor to be, 


Your most obedient servant, 
J. C. CALHOUN. 


The honorable Henry Cuiay, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
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PAYMASTER GENERAL'S OFFICE, 
| Ciry oF WASHINGTON, 


February the 10th, 1820. 


Sre: [have the honor to return to you the resolution passed on the 
7th instant, in the House of Representatives, with the papers accom- 
panying it, which you referred to me. 

A copy of the report made on the 19th of February, 1819, by the 
chairman of the Committee on Military Affairs, in the Senate, is 
herewith transmitted, and will disclose to you the nature of the claim, 
and the proceedings already had in the case of captain Bigger’s 
company. 

The petition of Daniel D. Norton does not sufficiently show him 
to have been a Canadian volunteer, and, if it did, the law upon that 
subject has expired: he appears to have been paid as a private of cap- 
tain Mack’s company, of Michigan militia, to the 16th of August, 
1812, date of general Hull’s surrender. Daniel B. Norton appears 
to bea different man, having established his claims to pay and land 
as a Canadian volunteer, and received the same. 

The petition or claim of Joseph Tucker is of a revolutionary cha- 
racter, consequently, does not belong to the paymaster general to act 
upon. 


Iam, very respectfully, Sir, 


Your most obedient servant, 


N. TOWSON, P. MM. G. 


To the Hon. J. C. Catnoun, 
Secretary of War, 
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cory. | 
IN SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES, 


FEBRUARY 19, 1819. 


‘The Committee on Military Affairs, to whom was referred the peti- 


tion of captain Bigeger’s company, 
REPORT: 


That said company entered the service of the United States, as 


mounted rangers, on the 29th of May, 1813, and were discharged on 


the 13th Mar ch, 1814, by the order of col. William Russell, of the 
United States’ army. That, on the 15th of May, 1814, said company 


was again ordered into service by col. Russell. ‘The petitioners 
claim compensation from the 13th of March, to the 15th May, 1814, © 
and vest their claim on the supposition that they were on furlough 


during that time. ‘This, however, is contradicted both by the order 
of col. Russell, disbanding them, and the muster roll of the company 
made at that time. After this company was discharged, they were 
no longer subject to military order. And, notwithstanding they 
promptly obeyed the illegal order of col. Russell, by returning to the 


service, this constitutes no claim on the government for compensation 


- 
; 


during the time they were at home attending to their private con- 


cerns. ‘The committee therefore submit the following resolation. 
Resolved, 'That the petitioners have leave to withdraw their pe- 
tition. 
[Signed] JOHN WILLIAMS. 
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